including chairing the Experimental Medicine Grant Review Committee. He supervised a successfully funded laboratory for more than 20 years and was recognized as a leader in intestinal adaptation and diarrheal diseases. He also spent time mentoring trainees from around the world. Grant was a true clinical scientist, able to lead scientific discussions with PhDs and grass roots clinical discussions with clinical colleagues.
Not only was he an exceptional physician, Grant was also a leader. When he had an idea, he gave it his all and you could not help but be pulled along in the vortex. He had more than a few good ideas for the Canadian Association of Gastroenterology (CAG). Grant changed the CAG by giving Canada's gastroenterology community its first international exposure. As Presidentelect, he organized the first Canadian Digestive Diseases Week (CDDW). It was a major change from the traditional Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada meeting to the current CDDW format continued to today, emphasizing clinical medicine and alternating sites from west to east. On reflection, it involved quite a risk and caused considerable internal anxiety. A few weeks before the meeting there were 26 registrants and 400 reserved hotel rooms. We all know of the happy ending, but few know that throughout the course of that first-ever CDDW, Grant called 7:00 am and 10:30 pm meetings to start and review the day, respectively, to ensure that each day ran more smoothly. It was an exhausting, exciting time.
As CAG President, Grant attended the 1996 Pan American meeting in Brazil, the first time the CAG had such visibility. With his reputation, enthusiasm and ability to be seen as a positive force, Grant won the day and the bid for Canada to host 'Gastro 99'. This meeting in Vancouver, British Columbia, was the most successful Pan American meeting to date. Gastro 99 led to the World Congress in Montreal, Quebec, in 2005. Grant was a member of the Steering Committee and Chair of the International Relations Committee. Gastroenterologists from 106 countries attended.
Grant was rarely talked into anything that Laurie did not agree to. However, he was convinced to buy a buffalo coat, a replica of the winter coats worn by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 100 (or so) years ago. Imagine Grant standing outside the Banff Springs Hotel, at −40 °C, waiting for two tardy friends to appear in their buffalo coats, only to be the sole centre of excitement for a busload of Japanese tourists. It brings a smile. I will miss him.
